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(57) Abstract 

A trap is described, for catching and possibly killing of animals, especially small animals, like minks etc. The trap comprises a 
relatively elongated cage (1), preferably formed with a bottom, side walls and a roof made from bars and has a first gable wall (2) with a 
preferably circular firs7or*ning (4) intended to form an entrance for the animal, and a door (7) provided, guided by guide elements (6), to 
be able to take a first position with the trap activated, in which said opening (4) is open, and to take a second position, m which the trap is 
deactivated with said opening (4) closed. The trap is also provided with an activating means (8, 9, 10) provided to act upon .the door 7) 
to go from the first to the second position, with a first touching element (10) m the cage, and a second gable wall (3). According to the 
invention, the trap is primarily characterized in that it is provided with indicating means, optically readable in a relatively large distance, 
for indicating of the activated or deactivated position of the trap. 
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A trap for trapping and possibly killing of animals, 
especially small ones. 

The present invention relates to a trap for catching and possibly killing of animals like 
minks etc, but also larger animals, of the art comprising a relatively elongated cage, 
preferably formed with a bottom, side walls and a roof made from bars, with a first 
gable wall with a preferably circular first opening intended to form an entrance for the 
animal, and a door provided, guided by guide elements, to be able to take a first position 
with the trap activated, in which said opening is open, and to take a second position, in 
which the trap is deactivated with said opening closed, further an activating means 
provided to act upon the the door to go from the first to the second position, comprising a 
first touching element in the cage, and a second gable wall, the door preferably being 
formed like a circular plate guided by guide elements fixed to the first gable wall, the first 
position of the door, with the cage activated, preferably being above its second position, 
with the cage deactivated. 

Since a long time, there is a demand for such a trap, which is of simple and cheap 
construction but is reliable and efficient when used. 

According to the invention, such a trap is primarily characterized in that the trap is 
provided with indicating means, optically readable in a relatively large distance, for 
indicating of the activated resp deactivated position of the trap.. 

In a preferred embodiment of the trap, said indicating means consist of at least one first 
surface element , which is provided to take a position, visible outwardly from one first 
direction resp one outwardly not visible position, when the door takes its first or second 
position. 

In one suitable embodiment of the the trap the indicating means comprise at least one 
further surface element , which is provided to take a position , visible outwardly from a 
position, opposite to the first direction, resp a position not visible, when the door takes 
its first or second position. 

In one further preferred embodiment the trap comprises at least one third surface element 
with such a form, that it can be optically easily distinguished from said first resp second 
surface elements, for making the determination of the position of the trap in the dark 
easier. 
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In suitable embodiments of the invention, at least one of said surface elements is 
reflecting and/or fluorescent 

In one advantageous embodiment the trap is provided with an activating means 
consisting of a first touching element in the form of a treading plate , journalled at the 
bottom of the cage, the treading plate (10) being connected, via a thread to a cotter pin 
keeping the door in its first position, the activating pressure at the treading plate being 
adjustable by setting the angle between the legs of the cotter pin . 

Often there is a need for a killing device in the cage, suitabloy provided in the portion of 
the cage, that is opposite to said opening. 

In one advantageous embodiment the killing device comprises a third, inner gable wall, 
in which there is provided a second opening, with a dimension, adapted to comprise the 
head of the animal with a certain margin, further a fixing clamp provided to be able to 
take a first activated position with an active portion at such a distance from the limit of the 
opening, that there room for the head of the animal within the clamp, and a second 
deactivated position with said active portion acting with a certain force, so that a head of 
an animal can be fixed against the limit of the opening, and a hit means provided to be 
able to take an activated first position pretensioned against a power means, like a screw 
spring, and a deactivated second position within the level area of the second opening, so 
that the hit means can hit the head of the animal, killing, when it has been fixed by the 
fixing clamp, the fixing clamp and the hit means being provided to be released their first 
positions, in which they hav been fixed by fixing means, by a second touching means 
located within the area for the second opening, able to be acted upon with a relatively 
small power by one portion of the head of the animal like its lower jaw. If the opening is 
formed with side edges, that converge downwardly, it is warranted, that the head of the 
animal is is placed in such a position of the clamp, that the hit means with its preferably 
conical point will hit immediately killing. 

I is suitable to arrange the hit means journalled around a horizontal shaft, pretensionable 
against a screw spring, provided around this shaft. 

The invention shall be described more in detail in the following, reference being made to 
the enclosed schematical figures, of which: 

figure 1 shows a view towards an elongated wall of a trap according to the invention, 
figure 2 shows a view towardsthe first gable wall of the trap, 
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figure 3 shows a view towards the second gable wall of the trap, 

figure 4 shows a view in the direction IV- IV in figure 1 with the trap activated, 

figure 5 shows a view in the same direction as in figure 4, but with the trap deactivated, 

figur 6 shows a view of a second opening, whilst 

figure 7 shows, in perspective, a killing device, with the trap activated, and 
figure 8 shows, in perspective, a killing device, with the trap desactivated. 

In figure 1 there is shown a relatively elongated cage 1, formed by bars. It is provided 
with a first gable wall 2 and a second gable wall 3, which are shown in figures 2 and 3.1n 
the first gable wall 2 there is a circular opening 4. A number of arched recesses 5 are 
formed in the gable wall with the intention to admit, that the opening 4 is made larger 
according to the norms of the Naturv&rdsverk. A doublewalled guide 6 is attached to the 
first gable wall, for guiding vertically of a door 7 in the form of a circular plate. A recess 
27 is made in the guide 6 at its outside, so that the door may be lifted from its second to 
its first position. An activating means is provided with a cotter pin 8 placed in a 
corresponding hole in the doublewalled guide 6 and a hole in the door 7 in the activated 
position of the trap, that is to say when the door 7 is held in a first position. The 
activating means also comprises a thread 9 connected to a first touching means 10 in the 
form of a treading plate at the floor of the cage.Thus the activating means functions in 
such a way, that when the animal enters the cage and presses down the treading plate 
with its weight, the cotter pin 8 is drawn by the thread from its position, so that the door 
falls down by the gravity and takes its second, deactivated position. Per se the treading 
plate can be ommitted, and the thread can be fastened directly to the floor of the cage. As 
the door is circular there is no risk, that is shall bind to the guide 6.There is a lock 1 1 for 
locking of the door in its second position. As is obvious from figures 2 and 3 the trap is 
provided with two rectangular surface elements 12 and 13, suitably white, which make 
the finding of the trap in the dark easier. By providing such surface elements at both sides 
of the upper portion of the guide 6 the findning is made appreciably easier. At the side of 
the guide, that is turned to the cage, two holes 14 and 15 are provided in the upper 
portion, circular in the embodiment shown, but of course other forms may be 
considered.The side of the door, that is turned to these holes, is reflecting e g with red 
colour 14A and fluorescent colour ISA.With this embodiment it is seen by daytime, 
from the red fluorescent indication in the holes 14 and 15, that the trap is activated, and 
by night by seeing same by the red reflex, fluorescent, the indication showing that the 
trap is activated. The door is in this case at its other side provided with eg red colour 14B 
and fluorescent colour 15B. When the door falls down, these fields 14B and 15B 
getvisible in the direction towards the door 7. 
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In figure 1 there is shown a third gable wall 16, provided within the cage in the vicinity 
of the second gable wall 3. This third gable wall 16 forms part of a killing device, and a 
second opening 17 is provided in the third gable wall, as is more obvious from figures 4 
and 5.The killing device is shown in activated position in figures 1,4 and 7, and in 
deactivated position in figures 5 and 8. The second opening 17 has the right size to 
comprise a the head of a catched animal. In figure 6 a preferred embodiment of this 
opening is shown, with side edges, that converge downwardly, so that the jaw of an 
animal fits, getting fixed in the opening. A fixing clamp 18 is provided, fixed to the third 
gable, being able to take an activated first position as in figures 1,4 and 7 and a 
deactivated position as in figures 5 and 8.The activated position means, that an animal can 
put in its head through the opening and into the fixing clamp in its activated position, and 
that its deactivated position means, that the fixing clamp aided by a spring 26 attached to 
the bottom of the cage, presses the head of the animal against the lower portion of the 
second opening 17. A hit means in the form of hit arm 19 with a preferably conical point 
20 is journalled around a horizontal shaft 21, which is mounted in bearings in the 
second and third gable walls.The hit arm can be pretensioned to an activated position 
against a screw spring 22. The fixing clamp 18 and the hit arm 19 are kept in their 
activated positions by fixing means, in the form of a plate tongue 24, inserted into one of 
a number of oval holes 25 in the third gable wall 16. This plate tongue is connected to an 
activating arm 23, which in activated position covers the second opening 17, being able 
to be acted upon by a relatively small force by a portion of the head of the animal like its 
lower jaw. The function is thus, that the animal by touching the activating arm 23 firstly 
brings the fixing clamp to lock its head against the lower portion of the opening 17, 
whereupon the hit arm hits killing against the head of the animal. By a suitable form of 
the opening 17, as is shown in figure 6, the head of the animal will be fixed in such a 
position, that the hit arm with its conical portion will hit in the middle of the head of the 
animal, whereby the killing will be efficient considering the form of the cranium of the 
animal, in many cases with a ridge in direct connection to the brain. Per se it is of course 
perfectly possible to form the killing device so that the hit arm will hit from another 
direction than that shown in the figures, that is to say optionally from above, from below 
or from a side, but the embodiment shown has proven to be suitable and efficient. The 
spring 26 can also be arranged to give the hit arm a certain starting speed. 
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Claims 

1. A trap for catching and possibly killing of animals like minks etc, but also larger 
animals, of the art comprising a relatively elongated cage (1), preferably formed with a 
bottom, side walls and a roof made from bars, with a first gable wall (2) with a 
preferably circular first opening (4) intended to form an entrance for the animal, and a 
door (7) provided, guided by guide elements (6), to be able to take a first position with 
the trap activated, in which said opening (4) is open, and to take a second position, in 
which the trap is deactivated with said opening (4) closed, further an activating means 
(8,9,10) provided to act upon the the door (7) to go from the first to the second position, 
comprising a first touching element (10) in the cage, and a second gable wall (3), the 
door (7) preferably being formed like a circular plate (7) guided by guide elements (6) 
fixed to the first gable wall (2), the first position of the door (7), with the cage activated, 
preferably being above its second position, with the cage deactivated, 

characterized in that 

the trap is provided with indicating means, optically readable in a relatively large distance, 
for indicating of the activated resp deactivated position of the trap.. 

2. A trap according to claim 1, 
characterized in that 

said indicating means consist of at least one first surface element (14A,15A), which is 
provided to take a position, visible outwardly from one first direction resp one outwardly 
not visible position, when the door (7) takes its first or second position. 

3. A trap according to claim 2, 
characterized in that 

the indicating means comprise at least one further surface element (14B,15B), which is 
provided to take a position, visible outwardly from a position, opposite to the first 
direction, resp a position not visible, when the door (7) takes its first or second position. 

4. A trap according to claim 2 or 3, 
characterized in that 

it comprises at least one third surface element (12,13) with such a form, that it can be 
optically easily distinguished from said first (14A,15A) resp second (14B,15B) surface 
elements, for making the determination of the position of the trap in the dark easier. 

5. A trap according to any of claims 1 to 4, 
characterized in that 
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at least one of said surface elements (14A,15A,14B,15B,12,13) is reflecting and/or 
fluorescent. 

6. A trap according to any of the preceeding claims, at which the activating means 
consists of a first touching element in the form of a treading plate (10), journalled at the 
bottom of the cage, 

characterized in that 

the treading plate (10) is connected, via a thread (9) to a cotter pin (8) keeping the door 
(7) in its first position, the activating pressure at the treading plate (10) being adjustable 
by setting the angle between the legs of the cotter pin (8). 

7. A trap according to any of the preceeding claims, 

characterized in that it is provided with a killing device in the portion of the cage, that is 
opposite to said opening (4). 

8. A trap according to claim 7, 
characterized in that 

the killing device comprises a third, inner gable wall (16), in which there is provided a 
second opening (17), with a dimension, adapted to comprise the head of the animal with 
a certain margin, further a fixing clamp (18) provided to be able to take a first activated 
position with an active portion at such a distance from the limit of the opening (17), that 
there room for the head of the animal within the fixing clamp (18), and a second 
deactivated position with said active portion acting with a certain force, i e provided by a 
spring (26) so that a head of an animal can be fixed against the limit of the opening (17), 
and a hit means (19) provided to be able to take an activated first position pretensioned 
against a power means, like a screw spring (22), and a deactivated second position within 
the level area of the second opening (17), so that the hit means (19) can hit the head of the 
animal, killing, when it has been fixed by the fixing clamp (18) , the fixing clamp and the 
hit means (19) beeing provided to be released from their first positions, in which they 
have been fixed by fixing means (24,25), by a second touching means (23) located 
within the area for the second opening (17) able to be acted upon with a relatively small 
power by one portion of the head of the animal like its lower jaw. 

9. A trap according to claim 8, 
characterized in that 

said opening (17) is formed with side edges, that converge downwardly. 
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killing of animals, especially small animals, like 
minks etc. The trap comprises a relatively 
elongated cage (1) , preferably formed with a 
bottom, side walls and a roof made from bars, and 
has a first gable wall (2) with a preferably 
circular first opening (4) intended to form an 
entrance for the animal, and a door ( 7 ) provided, 
guided by guide elements (6), to be able to take a 
first position with the trap activated, in which 
said opening (4) is open, and to take a second 
position, in which the trap is deactivated with 
said opening (4) closed. The trap is also provided 
with an activating means (8, 9, 10) provided to 
act upon the door (7) to go from the first to the 
second position, with a first touching element 
(10) in the cage, and a second gable wall (3). 
According to the invention, the trap is primarily 
characterized in that it is provided with 
indicating means, optically readable in a 
relatively large distance, for indicating of the 
activated or deactivated position of the trap. 
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